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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL SMTTH
25X1A pytached for PSB information is a study, prepared by PSB Staff

on suggestion, on Lhe ZBRIGUIVENESS OF THE US-URFRENCH
prsarusmer proposarl 1n TeE uN. MR out thats the study does
-not & O gaunge tne gct of the Vegtern disarmament propossl on

pablle opimlon in the Soviet Union and other Irom Curtain countriesy end it
is possible that penetration of the USSR on this subject by VOA UN radio and
other progroms wes sufficient to cause concern to the Kremlin.

The Steff Study CONCLUTESy

” Permemence of the Disarmament Commiesion depends on whether effective
world opinion can be convinced that steady progress toward actual disarmament
is poseible within this framework.

Soviets' veaotion gives no sign of increased readiness to relax tonsions
or to settle the armaments question or any other wmsjor issue, They appear to
interpret the Tripartite proposal as an act of peychological warfore.

Disarmament procesdings were substantlally effective in reassuring
Furcpesn opinicn that the US sineerely seeks security through reducing the
arms burden,

A substantisl beginning has been made in depriving the Soviets of thedr
near-monopoly on Ypsace® propagandae

The appeal of the proposal was appreciable in areas less direetly in-
volved in the cold way - Hear Fast, India and Latin Amerdca e bubl was
1imited by basic skepticism about the great power confllct.

We have thus far suecessfully avelded the danger of giving the impression
that the issue of global wer or peace depends on the immediate courss of the
disarmament proceedings.

o should continue to present the disarmement proposal as a steady,long- '
range effort to establish a basis for eventusl dissrmament when settlement of
other issues and consequent relaxation of world tensions permite.

Defensive chavacter of the Soviet refusal to accept genuine inspection
and other safeguards can be exploited psycholegically to gain acceptance for
this aspect of the Western plan and to show the consequent necessity for a
relaxation of the iren curdain.

DISCUSSION section containg details on the broad opportunities and
dangeps inherent Th the disarmament proposal, with comments on the degree of
succese which sppsars to have been attained, or to be attalnable, in exploiting
opportunities and averting dangers. It points out that the only sure wey of
overcoming the impression that the dlesrmament proposals are insincere and
purely propagandistic is to continue effarts long encugh to show conclusively
that the Tripartite proposal represents settled US policy. Also, it would
appear that the problem of presenting the necessurily complex Westemn approach
in termz that can compede psychologically with the apeclous Soviet approach
congtitutes one of the most difficult and most important psychologlesl problems
connected with the disarmament issue. There is no clear indieation that the
Soviets, in the dlsarmament debate, have met with materiel success to foster
Wostern disunity and retard efforts to rearm.
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